
From: John Martinello typhoon264@hotmail.com
Subject: UPDATE 19/23 - Lake Ontario Flooding: The Numbers & The Politics

Date: December 12, 2019 at 10:04 PM
To: John Martinello typhoon264@hotmail.com

Just some quick notes.  I have never belonged to any Canadian political party.  I
believe climate change is happening.  But I also believe it is misleading & wrong to
attribute the flooding of Lake Ontario solely to climate change & weather events that
are beyond human control.  All outflows from Lake Ontario are regulated by the
Moses-Saunders Dam which is, in turn, controlled by the humans appointed to the
International Joint Commission (IJC)/International Lake Ontario St Lawrence River
Board (ILOSLRB).  And, on 7 Dec 2019, The Detroit News
reported(at https://www.detroitnews.com/story/news/local/michigan/2019/12/06/grea
t-lakes-record-high-water-levels-army-corps-november/2626251001/),
""Precipitation was closest to normal in the Lake Michigan-Huron basin, at
about 78% of its average," researchers said.  Totals were the lowest, as
compared to average, in the Lake Ontario basin, at only 41% of average""
(italics, bolding, underlining my own).  

The Numbers

1.  They are all there for all politicians & anybody else to see.  As of 9 Dec
2019:               

(a) Lake Ontario was 18 inches above the long-term average water level for
December (see http://lre-wm.usace.army.mil/reports/GreatLakes/GLWL-
CurrentMonth-Feet.pdf);

(b) Lake Ontario dropped only 5/8 inch in the first nine days of December 2019;

(c) Lake Ontario was more than 11 inches higher than it was one year ago, on 9
Dec 2018, just six months before the flood of 2019 (see
https://ijc.org/en/loslrb/watershed/current-conditions); and

(d) despite all the high water on Lake Ontario, outflow (as controlled by the
IJC/ILOSLRB) from Lake Ontario was steadily reduced from 8920 cubic metres/sec
on 16 Nov 2019  to 8830 cubic metres/sec on 7 Dec 2019.  Outflow will be further
reduced to 8820 cubic metres/sec on 14 Dec 2019 (see
https://ijc.org/en/loslrb/watershed/outflow-changes?
fbclid=IwAR2_3jJmHI40VeIvz10yqo2gvxIVdsv3OII68UgId9TqhYaweumxfxIznJ4).  

2.  I believe the preceding numbers are cause for concern, especially given the
politics of Lake Ontario flooding.
The Politics 

3.  On 1 Dec 2019, I sent an e-mail to Member of Parliament (MP) Neil Ellis.  At the
heart of this e-mail was one question for MP Ellis, 
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"Could you please tell me what action you will take to ensure that the
International Joint Commission/ILOSLRB takes every possible action to
ensure that we do not see - in 2020 - a repeat of the flooding of 2017 & 2019?"

4.  Before I get to the answer I received from MP Ellis, I will describe why I think it
was reasonable to ask MP Ellis such a question.  Neil Ellis is the Liberal MP for the
riding known as Bay of Quinte.  Bay of Quinte riding includes the extensive Lake
Ontario shoreline of Prince Edward County & the Bay of Quinte itself.  MP Ellis has
represented the Liberals since he was first elected in 2015.  MP Ellis is a member of
the Liberal government that appointed Dr Pierre Beland, Mr Henry Lickers & Ms
Merrel-Ann Phare as Canadian Commissioners to the IIJC. 

5.  On MP Ellis' watch, there has been two floods of Lake Ontario; first in 2017 and
again in 2019.  I cannot know for certain, but I would guess that MP Ellis has
received - at least - hundreds of e-mails, phone calls & letters from people pleading
for help from the devastating & costly impacts of these floods.  E-mails, phone calls
& letters that - among other things - might have asked for repeal or revision of Plan
2014 & increased outflows through the Moses-Saunders Dam.

6.  I write all of the preceding to say that MP Ellis is an experienced politician
who must be well-aware of the devastating & costly impacts of Lake Ontario
flooding.  He is a member of the Liberal Party & so is a same-Party colleague of
the current Liberal Minister of Foreign Affairs, Francois-Philippe Champagne (MP
for Saint Maurice-Champlain, Quebec), who is the minister responsible for the IJC. 

7.  And so, despite all this experience & connection, what response have I received
from MP Ellis?  I've received no response from MP Ellis.  NOTHING.  Just like
everything else.  No repeal or revision of Plan 2014.  No recent increase in Lake
Ontario outflows to help prevent a recurrence of the flooding of 2017 & 2019. 

8.  So what does MP Ellis' response tell me?  THAT MP ELLIS, & THE LIBERAL
PARTY THAT HE REPRESENTS, REALLY DON'T CARE ABOUT THE
DEVASTATING & COSTLY IMPACTS THAT LAKE ONTARIO FLOODING HAVE
ON PEOPLES' LIVES, HOMES AND BUSINESSES.

9.   Ultimately, it is the federal government (in conjunction with the United States)
that has jurisdiction over the regulation of Lake Ontario water levels.  I hope I am
wrong.  But based on Lake Ontario's very high water levels & the disinterest
demonstrated by the current Canadian federal government, I believe 2020 will
see a repeat of the Lake Ontario flooding we saw in 2017 & 2019.

10.  There is nothing confidential in this e-mail.  Feel free to distribute it as you see
fit.

John Martinello
Brighton, Ontario




